
NORFOLK LOCAL NEWS.
NORFOLK'S lEBKVARY TRADE.

EXPORTS SHIPPING . CLEAR¬
ING HOUSE TRANSACTIONS.
Mr. B. E. Dawes, statistician of the

Board of Trade, mokes the following
statement of tho export shipments
from the port of Norfolk fur the month
of February, 1899:

Amt.
Coal, ships' use (a).. 8,483
Corn (b). DG.">,t!S0
Coal in)
Logs and lumber'
Grease .....
Soap (c).
Staves .

10,963

. 471.'.'00
,. 327,810

Lard (c). 2,839,143
Coke (a)....;. 2,254
Tallow (c) . 261,800
Steel (a) . 477
'aimed beef (c)....* 178,600
Tobacco (c)..... ., 1,022,000
Flour (d) .13,444
Cotton seed oil (g).. 300,000
Cotton seeil meal(c). 5,178,890
Pig Iron (a).
Copper (c).
Cotton (h).
Cotton waste (c)...
castings .',
Nuts .

Glucose (c) .
Miscellaneous ... .

V/heat lb) .,
Park .

Hutu t,a) .*..'

G.627
0S6.U17
lc.oir,

487,759

1P.4S5

0.750

KS

Value.
25,455

232.029
23.4S0

116.877
9,801

14,136
15,430

170.34S
4.60S
7,854
9,530

10,710
71,553
63,7;
C0.1S0

119,766
C6.275

147,802
493,073
11,632
60,'JSl

412
19,4Sr.
29,481
4,928
800

9.8^9

$i.7t.e sin
1,067,927
2,801,754

(<)
(h)

One month previously rep'Id.
Total two months.
Note..(a) tons, (h) bushi Is,

pounds, P') barrels, (g) gallons,
bales.

CUSTOM HOUSE SHIPPING.
The vessels that entered and cleared

r.'om the port of Norfolk were as fol¬
ia ws:
Number entccrd, 10, tonnage, 21, 001;

cleared, 52, tonnage, 89,701; one month
reported, 13, tonnage, 21,525; cleared,
63, tonnage, 91,737; total two months,
23. tonnage, 42,526; cleared, 105; ton¬
nage, 181,138.
Coastwise.Entered, 145; cleared, IE

one month reported, entered, 171;
cleared, 160; total two mouths, entered,
316; cleared, 277.

CLEARING HOUSE.
Clearing House transactions for th

two months ending February 2S, ns
compared with the two preceding
years, wore: Clearings.1897, $7,395,572;
185S, $»(,039.297; 1S99. $8,937,666. Bal-
ntvrs 1M.7; $ I,i00,409;.KS3;.$l7l55732?rllSt»9, $1,816,323.

VIII! M , c < o o o lie ( it fc\
The Sr ret Service has just unearthed

an tin r hand of counterfeiters in u su¬
burb of New York <*lty, and secured n
large quantity of bogus }"> bills, which
are so cleverly executed that tho average
p. rson would never suspect them of be¬
ing spurious. Things of great value are
always selected by counterfeiters tor Imi¬
tation, notably tho {celebrated Hosteller's
Stomach Ritters, which lus many Inilt-
tatois Imt no equals for common disor¬
ders like fever, ago-, malaria. Indlgcs-t'on. dyspepsia constipation, nervousness
and gene.ill debility. The Bitters set
things right in the stomach, and when
tho stomach Is In good working order it
makes good blood and plenty of it. In this
manner the Hitters get at the seat of
strength and vitality, und restore vigrto the weak and debilitated. Beware ofcounterfeits when buying. Always g> toreliable druggists who have the reputa¬tion Of giving what you ask for.

I'lllil lent I.min Itncclvt*«!.
THE AMERICAN QUEEN.

The March number of this Interesting
monthly has been received. It Is well
Illustrated, and has a pretty over. Four
articles 011 "Is Marriage n Hindrance
Woman's Self-Development?" and twol
complete stories, with numerous hints
ami papers on "Spring Fashions," en
liven Its pages. Price. 5e.; 50c. per vea:

THE REVIEW i>E REVIEWS.
The March Issue of this magazine Is

filled with timely and instructive arti¬
cles by prominent writers, together
with a number of good and well select-1
ed Illustrations and cartoons from the
foreign papers'. The contents.
A sketch of General Otis; The Career]of M. E.lix Faure; The People of the

Philippines; The Condition of Porto]
Rico; Cuban Leaders In Reconstruction,
and many other equally Interesting ar¬
ticles. Price. 2">e. single; $.2.50 per year.
The Review of Reviews Co., New York,]
N. V.

For Infants and Children.
The Kind You^Have Always Bought
Bears the

Signature of

Died at die Moitileello.
Mr. C. F. Benchoff, of Baltimore,

.who has been a guest at the Montlcello
Hotel for several days, und suffered a
stroke of paralysis Wednesday evening,
died at 12 o'clock last night.
Tho deceased was about 57 years of

ago and followed tho vocation of a
merchant. His remains will be sent to
Baltimore this evening for funeral and
Interment-

Crisp
and

Dainty.
Pie Crust Flavor,,

NADG BY

MARVIN,
Pitts burg.

PEOPLE'S FORUM.
NOTE..The People's Forum being

freely open to all parties, classes, per¬
sons, views and capacities; the Vlr-
ginian-Pllot Is responsible for nor.e
of the statements nor opinions ex¬
pressed therein, nor for the style In
which they are set forth. The Ignorant
and uneducated shall be heard hero
equally with the learned.

(Communicated.)
CANAli CONSTRUCTION.THE DIS¬

MAL. SWAMP CANAI*
Now, the eve of the nineteenth cen¬

tury, bids fair to become an era of ca¬

nal building. The old adage that "his¬
tory repeats itself** is certainly true In
regard to canal construction.
Among the ancients, when civiliza¬

tion was confined entirely to the neigh¬
borhood of the ocean, inland navigation
was very limited, and means of over¬
coming differences of elevation were
unknown. The tlrst canals were built
for purposes of Irrigation, and their
enlargement to form navigable chan¬
nels was an afterthought. The royal
canal of Babylon, so enlarged about 600
years before Christ, is among the
earliest recorded in history.
The first canal in this country was

built in 17D3 around the falls ot* the
Connecticut river, at South Hadley,
Mn*»., nmi dorn that IJm up until the;j>to Civil war, much attention was
given to the cause of Internal Improve¬
ment, and enormous projects were un-
dcrtaken.
After the war speculation in canals

was cheeked by the building of rail¬
roads, and canals were considered out
of date, neglected, and abandoned In
some Instances, and seemed destined to
be supplanted altogether by railroads;
but recently the people have begun to
realise that they are the cheapest mode
of transportation. Everything has
cheapened, especially farm produce,
consequently the farmers are com¬
plaining of the unjust discrimination
of railroad corporations, and are clam¬
oring for the reconstruction of the old
canals and the building of new ones.
A proud nation coming out from war
fresh with a grand victory. Is an im¬
petus to the capitalists to invest their
money In gigantic enterprises, which
seem almost superhuman to accom¬
plish; and they are keen-sighted
enough to foresee the popular demand
and lo turd tbe exigencies of tile _QIi=_
caslon.
The question of the construction of

the Nicaragua canal is now attracting
the public attention, and will, no doubt,
be constructed in tlie course of a short
time; if not by the Government, then
by a private corporation.
The Erie canal has recently been en¬

larged, and now, another link in the
chain of the long-proposed ship-canals
along our coast, ban been consummated
by the reconstruction of the old Dismal
Swamp canal; ami, in mentioning this
canal. I venture to give a portion of
Its history, as it is one of the oldest
and most important in this country.The Dismal Swamp canal runs nearly
north and south through the eastern
edge of the Dismal Swamp, and con¬
nects the estuary of the Chesapeake on
the North, with the great Sounds of
Carolina, on the South, and by a link
of only "2 miles, uniting In Inland nav¬
igation the waters of about live States
of the Atlantic seaboard. This canal
was chartered by the States of Vir¬
ginia and North Carolina, In 17S7, and
both States subscribed liberally to the
stock. The Government also became a
large stockholder in this enterprise.
Qcorgc Washington was one of the
tlrst subscribers to the catock, and
heartily favored the opening up of this
..anal and the development and recla¬
mation of the Dismal Swamp. Wash¬
ington made several surveys and found
out that the swamp was a decided wa¬
ter-shed, and was considerably higher
than the adjacent lands.
The first vessel passed through the

canal In 1S22 and It was finally com-,
pleted In lsi'il. The cost of cutting this
canal was immense, as it was dug out
by band wit It spades and shovels.
The opening up of this inland water¬

way at that time afforded a line of
communication for small vessels be¬
tween the Chesapeake liay and the
Albemarlo Sound, nnd permitted them
to avoid the dangerous coast of llat-
teras; and also provided a means of
access to the vast forest of timber
within the confines of (lie swamp- This
canal was kept in good condition until
about 1861, and afterwards scarcely anyImprovements were mad.-, consequent¬ly It gradually filled up and was nearlyabandoned by its defunct owners um
several years ny.it a, company of lial-
tlmorc capitalists, seeing the advan¬
tages of this route, Diirchased the
canal and gave the contract to a wellknown dredging company to enlnrge.This company began work February15, le!)0. in earnest, with latest im¬
proved hydraulic and <li|>p< r dredgesand have succeeded In nearly complet¬ing it, nnd it will shortly be opened for
navigation. The canal has been con¬
siderably widened, two of the Tail-
locks abandoned and has been cut on
a level nt the bottom, with a depthof water at ten feet. About one mil¬lion dollars has been expended in litis
enterprise.
The question of the government pur¬chasing this canal anil converting it

into a great ship canal, to permit theIngress and egress of our war vessels
and merchantmen through tills inside
route has been frequently agitated,and the government has made several
surveys of this route. The feasibilityof this scheme cannot be questioned.In case of a war with a formidable for¬eign power such a route would no doubtbe n great protection to our commerce.During the war of 1812-*15 there' was
no inland communication between theChesapeake Bni' nnd the Sounds ofCarolina. The want of such n route ntthat time was deeply felt by our in¬fant navy for the transportation qfnaval Store«, etc., whicft was necessaryto Its expansion nnd maintenance.Great Britain, with hit- superior navypolicing our coast ami occupyingHampton Roads, cut off our outside
means of communication.
After tills war. seeing the advantagesof this rout.'. Congress made a liberalappropriation for tnc completion of theDismal Swamp «'anal, which bad beencommended in 17S7. The completion ofthis canal led to the opening of sevi ralsimilar canals along our coast, untilto-day we have practically an inland

waterway for very small vessels fromthe Lakes lo .the C.ulf. But thesewaterways need Improving so as toadmit large vessels. Senator Penrnse,of Pennsylvania, recently introduced abill in the Senate relative to pun bas¬ing some of these coast canals. IfCongress fails to purchase any of thesecanals it should by all means aid intheir improvement. With a system ofship canals nlong our coast*f&ur forti¬fications further strenRthenedTtbfccl thecompletion of our new nnd powerfulnavy we would have no ft.nr of anypower.In fact, we would be Invincible
against a hostile fleet.

K. Ü. B- SIBWART.

AGE BEFORE BEAUTY.
A social saying:, but one that should boconsidered, especially in whiskies. Anychemist can make a beverage sold aswhiskey, that will lo.de beautiful, but thestrength and purity will be missing.What is n.ided in whiskey, esucclallyamong Invalids and persons sufferingfrom debilitate*] stomachs, Is absolute-purity.in whiskey, this comes not onlyfrom distillation, but from ago. The«5. O. TAYLOR Pure Ryo and BourbonWhiskies are seven summers old beforethey are bottled and sealed. Chester 11.?raves Sons, tho bottlers, of Boston,Mass. guarantee these whiskies to be ab¬

solutely pure, and they can bo retainedby tho most dellcato stomach. Physi¬cians' prescriptions Invariably read,"Gl <>. TAYLOR Pure Rye and Bourbon."If they are the best for the Invalid, why
are the-v n U tho best for the man soci¬ally inclined, The MONTICELLO HOTELsell these goods, and if you will Samplethem you will acknowledge that ugecomes beforo beauty, especially a^ | e-gards whiskey.

THE

STORE.

.Spring
Dressing.
With eastertide four weeks

distant, the intervening time
must be wisely employed it the
new gown is to be seen in its
full beauty.its highest glory.

Buy NOW.
The Brown stocks are in

their prime and arrivals within
the past 3 days have strength¬
ened already strong aggrega¬tions.
Of Silken
Sheen.
You may well scan the

Louisaines. Dainty checks of
blacks and white overshot by
distinct stripes or plaids of
color. The combination cre¬
ates the novel. 1.00 the yard.

Stripes of white relieve an
otherwise solid Taffeta and
form a smart combination.
Several Shades. 1.00.

Stripes this season are pre¬
eminent. Another queenly
specimen in solid color about
IJ/3 inches wide, relieved by
zig-zag stripes of white. 1.00.

For an evening waist or vest
front Polka dots are strikingly
new. Nile, Cerise, White, and
Turquoise ground, surmount¬
ed by raised dots of same
shades. 1.00.

Stripes of Cerise, Purple,
Green, Blue, combined with
those of white, are exhibitions
of the simply effective. 7$c.
A story of a few. Manyothers unmentioned.

Crepons.
In great favor. Probably

never so popular.
One that retains color, as

low as 50c.
The dollar grade.42 inches

.75c.
Others 42 inch, at 1.00.
The blister weaves are most

striking. Some of them justin. 42 in. at 1.50, 1.75, 2.00.
Such as we show, are sturdyspecimens.

40 Inch
Coverts
One of the fetching crea¬

tions. Shades adaptable to
maid or matron. As to wear
neither will be disappointed.
.50c.
5O Inch
Cheviots.

Dependable to the furthest.
Good dust shedders they are,
therefore continued wear does
not impair sightliness.
50 Inch
Broadcloths.

Useless to refer to broad¬
cloth characteristics. Their
value is proverbial. Shades

¦galore. 7>c.

Linings.
An assortment that will re¬

gale the lining expert.
The Joseph Brown Store

grows.

josbsu biowei, 220 plain St.

EW PEOPLE have time to become familiar with
the world's history* There »is too much of it and
life is too busy and too sbort; besides we are

making history and the quantity is steacüly on the
increase* Yet even with the multiplied duties of life,
people who are aiming toward breadth of culture and
intelligence cannot afford to be ignorant of the great events
of earlier times* the formative periods in the histories of
nations* and the great statesmen who in action if not

always in thought and spirit were the world's prophets*
e

offers for the spring term a very attractive course in the
history of Europe* Ten studies in all will be taken up*
These are as follows:

6. THE OTTOMAN TURKS.
7. THE MOORS IM SPAIN.
8. THE HANSEATIC LEAGUE.
9. THE HUGUENOTS.

10. PETER THE GREAT.

I.
2. CHARLEMAGNE.
3. THE CRUSADES.
4. FEUDALISM.
5. THE ITALIAN REPUBLICS.

The first article in the series was published last Sun¬
day ; the second* ''Charlemagne/' by Dr. Munro, Professor
of Mediaeval History* University of Pennsylvania, will be
published to-morrow* and the other studies in this course

will appear each Sunday.

Specialists in history have been secured to prepare these studies: Professor
Grosvenor, of Aniherst College, who prepares the papers on "Mohammed" and
"The A\oors in Spain." was for several years at the head of the department of
history in Robert College, Constantinople. He has traveled extensively in
Asia and Europe and his books show thorough familiarity with the history of
eastern countries. No better men could have been secured than Dr. Munro,
oi the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. bellows, of the University of Chicago,
Dr. Harding, of the University of Indiana, and Prof. W est, of the University of
Minnesota, to assist in these studies.

NORFOLK, yi.


